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Fnr Sigismund sf Luxembourg, evil uras embcdied bg the Turks, uhe had defeatpd

him at the Battle af Nicopo[is in 1395. 0etermined tp secure the ssuthsrn border of his

kingdrm against the advancinq [ttoman threat, th! king uorked to bring the thristian

states nf the Balkans under his suzenintg. Thus, alongside nobles from [entral Europe,

Germanq, ltalg, and 5pain, seueral Balkan leaders uere also invited to join the 0rder,

including Hruoje Vukiif Hrvatinif, 6rand Suke of Basnia [1380-1416], Stefan Lazarevii,

Despot af Serbla $4A?-14773, and Vlad ll Basarab, uho at the time of the indurtion

EsrEmEn! in ea*g 1"431 in Nuremherg uas a claimant to the thranp of tlJallachia.

Mang members sf ths ilrder lncarprnted the dragon into their henaldic emblems

and even on their ccins.r ln Latin, the lanquage of medieval European rogal rhanc*ries,

the ursrd for dngor is dnra and se Vlad ll, as a knight ct the Sarietds finronistarum,

came ts be knaun as Vlad ilnrul. Fcr a thristian prince, such a nickname u"ras far fiom
desinhle. Foreign histarians u.rhc lat*r came tr Romania in search of [racula haue

argued that the sinister connctatisns assaciated u.rith his ilame u.tere added much later

bg political enemies. The strangest puid*ncp that the Bricule;ti famitg did nat ransider

the epithet offnnslve lies in the fact that theg adspted it permanenttq and signed their

names urith it.4

Bn February 8, 1"431, ruhile in Nuremherg at the raurt of Hing Sigismund fnr "matters

rf great imporhnce,'Vlad, son sf Mirea the Elder, *.ras alreadg rrcngnized bg 5igismund

as ruler of Ungro-lllallachia, refeninq tn the kinq as his'natural rverlord.' ln ronnectisn

ruith the tatholic faith af his suzerain, Vlad ll issued a charter gnnting fie Francisran

mnnks [the Brder of Friars Minor] the right to freelq practlce tathalicism in lUallarhia.5

Hcr.uever, hefare Vlad rould claim the throne, the kinq altered his plans, and his vassal

had ts settle far a militarg rnle defending Transgluaniak ssuthern borders. Euen sc, he

uas artive in the reqiar near his hnmeland. He u:as also granted the right to mint rains

- a signifirant scung cf revenue reserued for thosp speciatlg thcssn bg the savereign.

VIad ll finatlq began his reign at the end tf 1415, uith the suppnrt af btth the

Kingdom of Hungarg and thp loral bogarc. Yet in his verg first gear as rulet, the

llJallarhian knigilt af the Srder sf the l3ragan acknouledgpd the suzeraintg rf Sultan

Mund ll. He aqreed ta paq tribr.rte and, as a guanntee af his nath af logaltg, sent his

sons Vlad and Hadu ta the raurt af the Bttoman ruler. ln1447, Vlad 0rarul uas captured

and executed bg order of the Hungarian governor Jshn Hungadi flanru de HuneduaraJ.

At the same tims, Mircea, the eldest sf ilrarul's snns, uas alss killed. A gear latst, tha

Sultan sent his armg ta place the sercnd snn sf his fumer vassal on the throne sf
llJallachia. Thus, Vlad the sn* of Dracul became the voivode [Jracula. His first reign uas
verg brief - nnlq tu.rr msnthE.

ln 1453, exactlg ane hundred gears after the 0ttomans had seized Eallipoli in 1354 -

opening the gater-uag into [urupe - theg ronquered [anstantinople, the center uf Eastern

Chilstian civilization, Three gears later, Sultan Mehmed lll armies stood at the gates of
Eelgrade, the keg to entering Central Europe from the $alkans.

[n June S, 1456, a comet" appeared in the skg over Europe and remained visible for
an entire month. Thp Turks urere defeated, but on August 11, John Hungadi succumbed

to the plague that had first braken aut in the enemu camp, During the battle, 0ncula uas
in Bnagov. Not lang after learning of the death cf the man uhr had ordered his father's

execution, Vlad lll llracula crnssed the tarpatilians to claim his paternal inheritanre.
"Uith Gadb help, we have sbtained the throne withsut afigsnps assistanrd,llracula

urgte ts the Saxans of Sihiu.
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p0rtrEits of him painted in religious srenes. He has been identifipr] as

As the papal legate of tupe Pius ll p458*14641 at the caurt af Matthias [aruinus, the

bishnp Nicola of Msdru5 [Dalm*tiaJvisited [acu[* in prisan in the gears 1453 and 1454. He

desrribed him as follours:

"HE uJas not verg tall, but frmng and uetl-Luilt urith a rruel and fearsome appEardnrc,

a largn, hau:klike noEq flared noEtrilE, a fine and ruddg romplexion, uery ianq egelashe:

fr*ming uide, green eges made menaring bg his thick blark ngebrarss. His face and bead

u.rera ctean*shavefl, saue fat the mustafre. His prntruding amples gave *r impressian of an

enlarged head. A bull-like nerk ronner*d his laqe nape tn hroad shoulde$, over r:.rhich fell

thick, curlg black hair."s

The cleric learned from Matttrias foruinus himself that fte llJallachian tgnnt Dncula
* "through u.rilom theg also refer to fie devil" - had, hg the king's or.un acmunt, exes:ted

48,ilil0 peoplela, primarilg bg impalement, and often through the mast inqenieus tsrh:rcs.

The enthusiasm uith Luhirh the kinq ard his rsur[iers recounGd Vlad s atrocities lends u..leight

to the suspirisn that the rugal rlanrerg in Euda u:as invohred in a pmpaganda campaign

meant tn justifg llrarula's arrest and the abande*ment gf the anti-lltbman crusde.

ln &e summer af 1453, preriselg during the time u.rhen a delegation from Kinq Matfrias

laruinus u:as pre*nt at the court of Empemr Frederick lll in llJiener

Neuskdt, a pamphlet tiffed the Stnrg af Voivode Dracula r.las printed in

Vienna, in Ee;rnan. This six-page publicatiun, feafu*rg a partrait of Vlad

nfi the title page, uras the fimt anti-Dracula pamphlet lt cnn&ined a series

sf blosd*saaked anedotEs, drauing sn detiils that csuld onlg haue been

knou:n bg tile 5axons.15

This 5trru u"ras quicklg copied inta $her Herks. Thamas Ebendarfer,

a prufussor at thp Univemitg af Vienna, included it in the rhrnnicle he

published later that sam€ Uear. The fsrner mercenary Michael teheim
camposed a peem hased cn the pamphlet's tsxt, ts ulhich he added tulo

stories he had heard frsm the Fnn:iscan monk Jacob, r.uhn had heen

expelled frsm UJallarhia bg Bnrula.

Pepe Pius ll, in his oun memoirs, described Bracula as "a uell-forned
man, handsnme in badg and in face, u:orthg of a ruler'sstature.'15

Pontius Pilate in a usod panel painting fmm fie \Iennes circle dated to
1462*1455; as a soldier at thp trurifixisn of thrist an a1475 altar panel

attribu&d ts the Master sf Schott*nkirche; and as the governor sf Pattas

uhn odered the crucifixion of Saint Andreu, in a panel frum 1470-1488
nriginating from the monastery of Lilienfuld, LcuerAustria.lT

Hor.uever, the msst uell-knuu:n image of Vlad lll llncula is a 15th-

century copg af a nauJast originalmade durinq his captivitg in Buda, The

ail sn canvas partrait has be*n preserued fcr ever 400 gears at Ambras

Iastfe in lnnsbruck.ls

ln a drmnicle af fre citg ef Konstanz, published before L477, Vlad

lll llnarula is refsffed te as "the san nf tha devil' and "the tgrant uho
committed deeds more cruE[, more blacdg, and more dwaid of humaniQ

than ang aver heard ar uritten about ancther tgrant.'

He u:as acrused sf lcnifir punishmenE and tortues, some inspired

bg *te enemis= af [hristianitg - Hercd, Nem, and lliucletian - and sthsr
invented bg Elacula himseli inspired bg the devil.le

fuffi of tlH lepei - Version preserved in the
tikrg of tte Romanian AtadBmS.

tSure hnr Bqdar Wad lepeS in the 6erman and Ruxian
erC e.dBrEst, sticEf S f0. pilbiishing,l$96l
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Vlad lll Drarula

lAmbas Iartle, lnnsbruckl

This tmditisfl uai recorded bg Al. DdnbeEru in the gear 186e. zal{ruevsr, durinq the arrhaeolagical

exravations ronducted in 1933, it uas found that the tarnl uras Emptg.z5 Hesearchers extended their

exmvations and, near the entrance of thp rhurch, at a depth 0f three me$rs, theg discovercd an intact stone

rrupt. The slab in front of the altar fit perfertlg ouer the crgpt.

LlJhen theg opened the tomb, bg the light of lanterns, theq disrovered an oak toffin, couered u.tith a purple

fabrir embroidered urith gald thread, rjrhich held the remains sf a man dressed in UJestern-stgle garments,

fastened ulith gilded silver-thread huttons, and heltsd at the uraist tuith a girdle made of rhombus-shaped

siluer plaques. His face u:as roverpd u.rith a silk cloth, and an his pinkg finget u:as a princelq gold ring,?E

"richlg adorned urith finelg cnafted gr*aments, bearing the engraued tsat sf arms of tlJallachia: B [averl

holding a Eross in its beak, flanked hg a cresrent m00n and the sun.' Next tc the deceased's hands u:as

plared a taurnament victor's crou:n, made sf gold.z The [eader cf the archaealogiral research, Dinu Rosetti,

uas convinced that the tomb represented the final resting plare of Dacula. 28

Upon contart rJith air, the bodg decomposed uithin minutes, Lefure the anhaeologists u:ere able ts

photograph the face.ee

* 
lmp8rtant Archaeolcqiral 0i5mveriEs at Snsgov Monastery", EurEnt!1, YEarVl, No. zil3:}, SsptEmbEr 9,1913, S. 6.

Tlie author of the article, an eueuitness to ttre oEeninq sf th* tsmbs ifi the rhurch! navs, tlaimed that faur prinrelg hurial chamben
uere examined. The silk brscide remnants and the prinrelq ring r.r:ere icund lcgethpr in lns grave, but'remains sf prinffilq silk
garments, adomed rLrith gnld-thread embraidery, and at thi neck and :le*ies, gold buttens," uere discsvered sepantelg.

el
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The Poftrait ofJrpq in Bogdan Pptrireicu-Hasdeu,

Filosofia portretului luilepeS. 5rhil6 imnografni [The
Philoscphq of Jepeg's Partrait. An lconngraphit Sketrhl,1B64
[Rpprsdured in B0gdan P8tiireiru-Hasdeu, "Filosofia p0rlrEtului lui fepel.
Srhitd ir0nog.afir;," in Strieri liteare, morall gi politite ILiterarg, M0.al, and

Politiral lJ.lritinqsl, rritical edition uith n0tEs and valiants bq MirtEa EliadE,

vol. ll, Fsundati0n f0r LiteGturE and Art "King tarol ll,' Butharlst, 1.937.1

ln 18S4, Bagdaa iletrireicu Hasdeu deueluped t philosophg af
Vlad ]epqs pcrtrsit, u:hich he derribed as "a first iconographic

attempt' 15 The romantic hlstorian u5€d "the icsn of Vlad [epeg,
alse ralled llraru-Vodi, alnngside an old Saxon tale abnut this

prinres ffiElties," draun frsm fre uiltings nf Johann [hristian

Engel. the printes high forehead, he argued, revealed "d most

vigorous intelliqence.'The disknce betueen ffie egebrnus a*d

the funcus sf the brou: indica&d "individualizatio*" - memorq and

an EUe for de*it. 'The eges and nose hetrag the innate crueltg of

|epe5': the root of the nase "pnotrudes from beneath the anh af

the hroru - the sign of a strong u:ill"; the tip of the nose "is sharp

uLithout heing thin: the siqn of a keen intelligenra, joined uith
great xlf-confidenre.; the large nossils denste intense passicns.

'The lou:er l[p, much t"t":ider and more praminent than the uppel Bne,

rcveals a sEcrnful character,' "The inclinatisn huard crueltg is seen

in the depth sf the curved line at *re center af the rnsu$,' tilhi[e

"the strength sf urill is clearlg shoun in Sre tightness of the lips,'

"lrung, a misanfrmpic sror*, cruel{, and a u:ill af imn - these are

uhat He find in the studg af lepeqs msuth," "ln the prinre's chin,

ure no& especiallg the mark af volupilnusness.' As fsr the prince s

eges, Hasdpu exclaims: "Look closelg into |epegs eges. Knout

nething of *re sthpr features of his face, and be entlrelg unau:als

Ef the hiolrdphq of the vuivode - even ssl FrBm &e mere studg

of these eges alone, gou could rctons&itt the enti* figure. 1,..1

Ihe gentlest expmssian in such EUss Ea* rnlg be imng!'

In 1887, the ner.uspaper Familia in 0radea published a histsriral sketch $ Vlad lepel "a hernir man

r.rhom all foreign historlans, and even some af aur st:n, have slandered." 16

Even in the medern schsal Eldhgaks of the late nineteenth *nturg, Vlad JepeS uas presented as

une sf "the mast pmminent rulers sf cur land': "hiqh-spirited, just, an unrelenting enemg af [ies, thef[

flattery, and even idleness - to the point of Qranng - but a great u:arrior and a gruat patrint, foi althauglt

he u:as indeed very rruelbuard his anemies, nst even a tigress defends her cubs utith msre firry zeal

fran Jepeg defended the Rumanians, their hcmeland, their natisnal identitq, and fieir retigion against

fsreiqn com:ption.' 375uch portaqals impressed generations ef sfuden* in Romania, frsm the ieign

af King [arol I up to the present dag, and transfarmed Vlad !apa; into a hisbrical flgure u:ith maral

autheritg and a political msdel.

A serious opponent of Vlad l*pe;s "elevation' into the national panthean u:as loan toqdan of trapu,

rorrespnnding member of the Romanian Academg, philologist, and historian. tn 1S96, in his critical stt:dg

Vlad {epeE and ffie German and Russian Nanatives abaut Him,38 fre srhnlcr launched a sharp atEck:

"Perhaps none of the figures ruith r.rhich our past takes pride has been sa idsalized in *ie imagination

af tha pecple and of histnrians as that of Vlad TepE, The bload-drenched halo sunounding this name

hes made its bearer into a legendary lord and loaded him r.riftvirh:es he never possessed. The people

endou:ed him ulith a rhancter that u.las cruel but just tre paets filloued thl peaple [a reference h the

natianal poet Mihai Eminescu - ed.l, and fre historians, suept auag hU the drsirs to glotifg the people of

the past, sought to turn Vlad Jepeg inta a grcat geniut a gluat natieml hem, a rular u:ho fought the Turks

far the rountn1k independence frum ulithaul and fsr the reign of justice and order frsm urithin. [..J And

get, from the entire{ of this rrueltgri*nfs rule, u.le knu.u onlg acs of hestial crueltg.'

l. Bogdan pushed his critical demonstratian tu the E)$reme, ultimatelg asserting that Vlad tilugirul

[VIad the Mtnk] and Mihnea rel Hiu [Mihnea the Evil], bnfr rulers of llJallachia, HerE ths sons nf Vlad

Tepe$.This identificatisn of desrent, he claimpd, offured "fur*rer support for the uieul that the rhildren

of this prince shnLred variaus signs af degenenticn: one r.r.rifr religious mania, the other uith a mania for

rruele - and *ral therufom, he himself must have been, fmm a psgchological standpoinl a degenerate,

in the sense givun to that urord hg modern psgchiatric scienre,'3e

lol
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Attila
La H0ilgrie aMipnne st modErnp, hist1itp, afts, litt6Bture,

n1nutnefits. bg a S0rietq 0f tljr;te15. Edited bU M. l. B0ldengi.

H. Lsbrun. LihrairE-EditEUr, Pari5, 1851.

Bnn tastle in thp mid-ninpteenth renturg

Iiha:ie: 30npr Transqlvanra: lts PtodLlrls and lts Pe0ple,

rDnqnans GrEEn. Reader and [Uer, L0ndon, 1855]

ln the first book, Staker dlscovered the historg sf fte
vciuode Dracula; in the second, he found the ideal setting for

a lost u"rar[d- mgsterious, supernatural - a5 u:ell as the stary of

the origin of the Szdkelg people, proud "for the uarm blood sf
the Huns runs in their veins."a3

A fsstnote in li}ilkinsans book seems ts have rhanged the

protagonistk *ame fram tllampgr te llrarula: 'Dratula means in

the UJallarhian language '[evil.' The UJallachians at that time,

and even nou.r, had the custom af giving this nickname tn those

u:ho steod out through tuumga, acts sf crueltg, cr cunning.'e

Stoker inrorpomted this information into the novel as follot"us:

"Surelg it uas that Voivode 0racula uho usn his name bg

fighting against the Turks. [,..] lf this he sB, then he uas *B

rommon man, for in that tlme, and even late., douln through

the centurles, hs $as sptken of as the cleuarest and mest

cunning, as uell a: the bravest sf the Eons sf the land hegond

the foresl'4s

The English consul made nc mentisn af llrarula's netslious

practice of impalement. As a result, Staker smiE that medieual

punishment entirelg, llIhat he barruued u:as the histarical

name and the storg of the l3riculegti lineagek battles against

the Turks.46 Hor.uaver, in Stskers narrative, it is Attila's blsod

that flau:s through teunt [racula's vsins.aT The uricule5ti, in

this telling, are nst of Rgmanian stock. Theg are "the heart, the

spirit, and Brs su:ord' of the Sz6kelgs. Mcst likelg, thi: idea uf a

Sz€kelg anrestrg uas influenced hq Arminius Vdmb€rg.

l^Uhether documented or imagined, Staker seught to justifg

the cannection bettr:een his vamplre and the histnrical figure.

Thnugh "the familq of Enrula uas sf noble and distinguished

origin,' there u:ere "rertain bnnches sf ulhom it uas said bq

ccntempor*ries that theg had dealings Llith the Evil Bne.'a8

The rastle sf [ount 0rarula u:as placed in Transqlvania,

at the Borgo Pass [identified r.lith the Birgiu Pass], near

Bistri[a, close to the horder u:ith Buklvina, in the hea* of

the tarpathians, 
.0nE sf the ujildeEt and least knoun pads of

Europe," as Stskar descrihed the region,4q The furttess nf Eran

is th* rlosest match ta the description of thB r0mantir firtion's

rssidence.sE No conrrete evidence links Bran to Bram Stnker,

but it is nat impossible that among the ulsrks he ssnsulted

at the Bdtish Museum u.ras the travel baok bg [harles Eoner,

Tnnsglvania: lts Fradurts and lts Peaple [1865],51 in u:hich

the caEtle nestled in the Southern C*rpathian pass receiues

special attentinn: "Nothing can he mBrE mm.Intic than the

rastle; its position amnng the solitary rorks, iB architerture,

and its apparent i*arcessibiliQ," uriteE Eoner. ? path ulinds up

the cr*gs to the entrance. 1...] lnEide are narruu corridors and

galleries, stmnge mrilerr and zig-zag staircases, and inesistiblg

attr:artive shadou:g ncsks; and in the thirk u.lall there is a lour

prisan intt rshich n0 rau of liqht ruuld ever enter." The [othic
atmrsphere, rharged uith potential for terror, prompts the

Englishman to dnul a llnk bet*reen nobilis and ui[laing: the

castle of Eran "might u.rell haue bee* the du:elling of Eome

rohber-knight ar cf Blueheard himself."sz
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